A brighter future for abandoned children

6-Months Report: January - June 2019

Dear Friends of the Children of the 'Homes to Grow',
This year the trust celebrates its 10th anniversary!
It was on 12 April 2009 when we invited friends to join us for the founding festivities of the St
Francis Outreach Trust at the British Hotel in Simon’s Town. 10 trustees made a commitment
then to give abandoned and abused African children a better life. Through love and care and
a decent education we hope to equip them in becoming proud, self-supporting citizens of the
future.
Today we manage 2 foster homes, each with 6 children and a
foster mother in a township on the Southern Peninsula, Cape
Town. Our 15-seater school bus transports the children to 6
different schools. We installed a classroom in the first home
so that when the children
return home they have a
dedicated area where
they are supervised by a tutor to complete their
homework studies. We also employed a remedial teacher
who further assists in filling the gaps in knowledge left
from previous years.

Education:
First term:
9. January - 15. March 2019
Second term: 2. April - 14. June 2019
The children’s educational achievements thus far are at a
moderate level both in academics and discipline. At times,
emotional trauma from the past, affects the children’s
motivation to fully participate in study efforts. The move to the
model C schools from the township school brought to light the
lack of good grounding in their education. By comparison our 2
youngest, who started their schooling in a crèche where English
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is taught, are striving. Each child is being given individual attention according to a
comprehensive Educational Support Plan developed by our tutor and teacher, the General
Manager Michelle and the school teachers. It is ideal having a home classroom as it provides
an adequate location and space for students and homework teachers to work. Reports were
not overwhelming this term, however progress was noted for all of the children. Educational
assessments have established that most of our children need to continue with therapeutic
interventions. The government makes free hospitalisation and medical treatments available
for our children, but not any therapies, which are very costly. Our children receive
counselling, OT, PT and Speech therapy for a variety of problems.

Health:
The children have had their annual dental check-up and
were also seen by an optometrist to make sure they do
not need glasses or to correct prescription glasses. One of
our younger girls, who was almost completely deaf in one
ear, received a BAHA implant in January, which
immediately improved the quality of life. She is able to
interact spontaneously and follow the lessons at school
much better. She takes very good care of her precious
hearing aid.
A second older girl presented with improved hearing after surgery to both ears and is now
hearing a little better using good hearing aids. There is a possibility that she might receive an
implant in the future. She is very closely monitored by a special audiology team.

Physical activities and outings:
Most of the children are very active in school sports. 2 of our younger girls participate in a
special gym once a week, one of the boys goes to dancing classes and another older girl, who
discovered a passion for singing, receives singing lessons, thanks to a kind donor.
2 older girls have been invited to participate in cooking classes on Saturdays and occasionally
surprise Mama Emily with a dish of a newly learned recipe.

Our Patron: The Most Reverend Archbishop Njongonkulu Ndungane (retired)
Michelle Daly
petedaly@mweb.co.za
Brian Smith
Treasurer
brian@richarddee.com

Trust Registration IT1631/2009

PBO Registration # 930031283
Facebook.com/Homestogrow
www.stfrancistrust.org

Monika du Sautoy
Trust address:
+27(0)21786 3331
21 Zante - Palace Hill
Simon’s Town, 7975

A brighter future for abandoned children

-

3

-

Several of our younger children went on a 5-day “Fresh Air” camp in Simon’s Town and after
lots of fun, had a hard time saying ‘good bye’ to their new friends.
All the children love outings and look forward to the annual
visits of Germa and Con our friends from the Netherlands who
turn remedial Math lessons and psychological counselling into
fun. They always take the children on outings to see and learn
something new. This time we enjoyed a visit to a lovely beach
in Simon’s Town and savoured
the tasty food at the Salty Sea
Dog Restaurant afterwards.
Michelle frequently attends the children’s sports events with
one of the mothers and they are very disappointed if,
because of whatever reason, she is not able to sit at the edge
of the field to watch them during competitions against other
school teams.

Financials:
As a Non-Profit Organization we heavily depend on contributions from organisations,
businesses and private donors. The children receive a monthly grant from the Dep. of Social
Services, which hardly covers the daily costs of food and personal care expenses. It is not
sufficient to pay for a decent education and therapy, which they require in the long term to
become independent, self-supporting citizens.
As the children grow, so too do their needs. Our goal to
establish an adequate educational fund has not quite done as
well as we had hoped and this fact leaves us with much
concern. Our fund raising efforts continue with the sale of
annual calendars and participation in occasional markets.
Benefit concerts are planned for July and September and
November this year.
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We are in need of your continued support. Perhaps you have an upcoming birthday or other
significant event? Might we suggest an alternative in lieu of personal gifts, that of donations
to our worthy cause? Contributions to the trust are tax deductible and we are authorised to
issue the relevant tax certificate.
We are expecting our auditor’s annual financial report shortly whence it will be uploaded to
our Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/HomesToGrow/) and webpage
(https://stfrancistrust.org).
We would like to extend an invitation
to visit our homes
and to meet our mothers and children!

Monika du Sautoy, Trustee
St Francis Outreach Trust
Our bank details are:
Account name:
Bank:
Branch:
Account number:

St Francis Outreach Trust
Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd
036009 (Fish Hoek Branch)
271 907 185
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